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Shawn Bishop Leo "Femme Fatale"

Closes in 2 days

At Leo Kesting
Media: Painting, Other

Shawn Bishop Leo explores the archetypal characters from Camille Paglia's Sexual Personae, through
innovative mixed-media and compositional technique. Shawn's multi-layered pieces incorporate vintage
wallpapers, fabrics and found objects to, as she explains, "ground the subject matter in the visual world that
we are exposed to. The patterns are often repetitive and geometrical but when layered become jumbled and
irrational, pushing background into foreground, object into subject and subject into symbol." In this
particular exhibition Leo's use of the stereotyped feminine art as domestic craft are paired against the strong
emotional portraits displaying the feminine mystique in coiled ferocity.

In K.O., 20" x 24" mixed media on canvas 2008, a woman is presented with her fist cocked back ready to
strike. The under-painting’s streaked rays converge toward the star strewn edge where an imaginary victim
lies just outside of the canvas. Here the swirling shapes of the wallpaper evoke vaginal shapes as they swirl
from background to foreground. The embroidered brass knuckles at the bottom left turn feminine adornment
into weapon as shredded fabric and tangled threads undulate over the surface. The figure seems to literally
punch the stuffing out of her opponent and yet her dominance has an almost relaxed self-contained
expression in the features.

Leo describes her imagery as "oscillating between the coy and the fierce, a sort of parlay between dominance
and submission." In Connected, the heroine clutches a telephone gazing earnestly into the distance. The
crackled “sky” of the background symbolizes the intensity of her conversation while the encroaching floral
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motifs seem to be a sort of feminine laurel partially adorning her features while simultaneously obscuring
them. Multi-national coins lay scattered over the surface representing the universal currency of women’s
coercive lingual abilities.

[Image: Shawn Bishop-Leo "Connected" mixed media on canvas, 18 x 18"]
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Schedule
From 2008-07-17 To 2008-08-03
Artist(s)

Shawn Bishop Leo

Website

http://www.leokesting.com (venue's website)

Fee

Free

Venue Hours

From 11:00 To 19:00
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Corner of Gansevoort St. Subway: A/C/E or L 14th Street/8th Avenue
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812 Washington St., New York, NY 10014
Phone: 917-650-3760

Reviews

Please Login or Sign up to add a review.

Blog it!

Copy and paste this text into an entry on your blog to let your readers know about this event. If you also review
it, post your URL in the comment box above to let the NY AB readers know about it.
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Venue: Leo Kesting

Schedule: From 2008-07-17 To 2008-08-03

Address: 812 Washington St., New York, NY 10014
Phone: 917-650-3760
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= Be the first to Review it!

Within Walking Distance

Same venue - Leo Kesting:
"Have You Seen the Horizon Lately?" Exhibition (Painting, Installation, ) closes in 2 days.

3 mins - Hpgrp Gallery:
'Meatpacking Art: Volume 1" Exhibition (Painting, Drawing, Photography, Sculpture, ) closes in 16 days.

3 mins - Destination Art Space :
Yoko Furusho "Exhale" (Drawing, Sculpture, ) closes in 35 days.
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6 mins - Westbeth Gallery:
Carolyn Virgil "Paintings, Collages, Works on Paper" (Painting, Other, ) closes in 2 days.
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8 mins - Brecht Forum:

Pleasant "Chases Me 1968" (Installation, ) starts today, closes in 31 days.

11 mins - Tracy Williams Ltd.:
"Zero Zone" Exhibition (Sculpture, Installation, ) closes in 7 days.

This event on your mobile

Most Popular Events

- Tetsumi Kudo Exhibition
. Closes in 14 days

m Asako Narahashi 'Half awake and Half Asleep in the Water'
Closes in 21 days

ﬂ 'West Nile Style' Exhibition
Closes in 14 days

ﬂ 'Pretty Ugly' Exhibition

Closes in 28 days

'Dargerism: Contemporary Artists and Henry Darger' Exhibition
Closes in 51 days
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